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Online Appendix 1 

INTERVIEW GUIDE FOR THE DISTRICT/MUNICIPAL HEALTH COORDINATORS AT THE MINISTRY OF 

HEALTH   

A.  Evidence for Advocacy and Awareness Creation  

1.How often do you receive information on the prevalence and causes of visual impairment and 

blindness among children in your district?  

2. What are some of the sources from which you received that information?  

3. What plans do you have for the epidemiological surveys of the extent and causes of visual 

impairment including blindness among children in your district.  

4. How are communities in your district/municipal that are underserved with eye care services 

for children been identified and documented?  

5.Are there any recent district advocacy initiative to give priority and allocate additional 

resources to eye care in children?  

6. What major activities have been organized to increase public and government awareness 

about preventing vision loss in children?  

7. How is World Sight Day observed in your district/municipal?  

8.Are there any additional evidence for advocacy and awareness creation of eye conditions 

among children?  

Yes                            No  

If yes, elaborate   

B.   Enhancing Comprehensive eye care services through the WHO healthy system approach  

9.Are you aware of any accepted list of diagnostic and treatment procedures in children that are 

provided by primary eye care establishment?  

Yes                              No  

If yes, explain further  

10.Who is the focal person or coordinator responsible for eye health and the prevention of 

blindness at your district/municipal directorate?  
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11. What are the plans of the municipal/district for eye health and the prevention of blindness 

in children?  

12.How much do you usually allocate for eye care services in children in your district/municipal?  

13.  What level of eye care services in children are available in your district/municipal?   

14.What are the plans or strategies of the district/municipal for the development of more 

human resources for eye care in children?  

15.Are you aware of the various types of eye care professionals accredited to practice in the 

Country?  

Yes                                 No  

If yes, provide names  

16. What measures do your municipal take to ensure even distribution of eye care professionals 

in all communities?  

17. Are there measures in place to secure retention of the professionals in your 

municipal/district?  

Yes                                   No  

If yes, elaborate  

18. What is the total number of eye care professionals in your district/municipal?  

Ophthalmologists   

Optometrists  

Ophthalmic Nurses  

Opticians  

19. What government-endorsed policies are in place to ensure access to eye care for a. 

Newborn infants     

b. Low birth-weight infants at risk for retinopathy of prematurity  

c. Eye Screening at school     

20. What plans does your municipal/district have for eye health and the prevention of blindness 

in children?     

21. Does the National Health Insurance cover eye care services in children in your district?  



22. Can you specify the categories of services and medications that are mostly covered by the 

government.  

23.. How available do you think child eye care services are in your community?  

24. How affordable are child eye care services in your district?  

25. What are the other approaches that are used to compensate for shortages of specialized eye 

care services for children in your municipal/district.  

  

26. How often do you organize screening for eye conditions in pre-schools and schools in your 

district/municipal?  

27. How often is screening for eye conditions in pre-schools and schools conducted in the 

district?  

28. Are there guidelines for routine, periodic eye examination for children?  

29. Indicate any recognized needs in the provision of pediatric eye care or in the uptake of the 

services.  

30. Is there a list of essential medicines, medical products and technologies for eye care in 

children issued by the Ministry of Health?  

31. Are selected health data and information in children collected and centrally administered in 

the district/municipal?  

32. Which eye conditions in children are included in periodic district disease surveillance?  

33. Do any other periodic reports include information on eye care and eye health in children?  

C. Multisectoral Engagement and Partnerships  

34. Name the main non-governmental organizations that are actively engaged in eye health and 

the prevention of visual impairment in children in the district.  

35. How  often  do  you  get  sponsorships  for  child  eye  health 

 activities?     ……………Weeks/Months/Years.  

36. When was the last time you got sponsorships for such programs/activities?  

37. What efforts have you made to secure funding for school screening and other child eye 

health issues in your district?  

38. What activities have been carried out to ensure the promotion and strengthening of child 

eye health in your community?  

  

  


